
Strathbrock Parish Church of Scotland 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Some notes for the guidance of parents considering Baptism for their 

child: 
 

WHY BRING YOUR CHILD FOR BAPTISM? 

People bring their children for Baptism for all kinds of reasons – social or family 

pressure, sentiment, convention, even superstition. In the end none of these 

reasons is adequate and the Church invites parents to look further for a deeper 

reason in wanting their child to be baptised. 

You will perhaps have felt that the birth of your child has been something 

wonderful – something literally “full of wonder”. There can be few parents who, 

looking at what they have brought into the world, do not feel something of a 

sense of awe, wonder and mystery. The birth of a baby is also a reason for the 

deepest thanksgiving.  There is an inarticulate need to say thank you to someone 

– someone with a capital “S”. But equally, there can be few parents who are not 

at least a little anxious. A baby is so obviously helpless and damageable. You, as 

parents, have been given an immense responsibility. If your child is to become 

all that he or she is meant to be, you may feel yourselves in need of more than 

you alone can provide. 

Perhaps all these feelings – of wonder, gratitude, responsibility and need – lie 

behind your desire to seek Baptism for your child. Are these feelings in 

themselves hints and signs that life itself, this new life, this life of your child, is a 

gift from God, something precious and sacred? And that this life which is now in 

your hands depends on your care and your love if the promise of birth is to be 

fulfilled? 



 

WHAT DOES BAPTISM MEAN? 

 

“Love” – the central message of the Christian faith. And what more perfect 

expression of love is there than a child? We bring our children to baptism as a 

sign and symbol of what we already know and they will discover – that they 

belong to God, they are loved by God, and no matter what the future holds they 

always will be. 

It is this Truth we seek to affirm in Baptism, and it is this Truth we seek to live by 

in the family of the Church because we believe that only when it has penetrated 

our being will we have the security to grow and change and become the sort of 

person we were meant to be. 

The Church believes this is true for all of us from the moment we first draw 

breath in this world. And so we bring our children to Baptism as a sign and 

symbol of what we already know and they will discover.  That is what Infant 

Baptism in the Church declares.  It is a proclamation of who and what a human 

being really is. 

 

WHY CHILDREN? 

Some churches confine Baptism to adults, to those who can understand what 

they are doing.  It is often argued that this was the practice of the early Church.  

But the Church of Scotland, together with most of the world’s churches, believes 

the early Church did baptise children.  “The promise is to you and your children” 

(Acts 2:39).  The historical debate is confused and in the end unhelpful. 

We baptise children today because we believe that God loves us before we have 

ever heard about him.  We believe that from the very moment your child was 

born, God’s love was already there for him or her. 



 

WHICH CHILDREN? 

 

The Church of Scotland offers Baptism to children when at least one parent is 

associated with the congregation or where assurances can be given that a child 

will have a Christian upbringing, both within the home and within the family of 

the Church.  

This is because it is important to see Baptism as being not just as a single event, 

a memorable day, a special celebration (which it is!), but even more as the 

beginning of a process in which parents and the Church together can help a child 

grow to discover the truth that was proclaimed about him or her at Baptism. 

 

THE CALL FOR A RESPONSE 

If all this is true, and if the truth of Baptism is to be fulfilled in your child’s life, it 

can only come about through you the parents in your response to all that your 

child’s Baptism declares.  You should be aware of what this involves for you and 

consider carefully your readiness to honour and follow through what has been 

begun in your child’s Baptism. 

What is required if our children are to discover that they are unconditionally 

loved by God and so become all they were meant to be? The unconditional love 

shown by us as parents is the first essential requirement, and no doubt you have 

already discovered both the joy and the cost of offering such love, and the 

necessity of it. A happy home, a secure upbringing, good education, a sense of 

right and wrong and a consideration for others, all help our children to become 

truly human, and to all these things you are already committed. 

But there is more to it than that.  There is a need to draw out of our children the 

potential for wonder, worship and faith that is naturally born in them, to help 



them experience the mysteries of acceptance, forgiveness, and love, to enable 

them to discover why they are alive, what their lives are for and how they can 

be fulfilled.  

This is very far from the old ideas of indoctrination, of instilling into children the 

right beliefs; it is more like sharing with them on a journey of discovery. It is also 

a task which cannot be left to the Sunday School to undertake on our behalf. 

The Christian upbringing of children lies primarily with parents themselves. For 

it takes all of life, and all that parents must give, to fulfil the promise declared at 

Baptism. 

This is the task parents take upon themselves at Baptism – to make it possible 

for their child to sense, perceive and apprehend that mystery we call God, to 

nurture that capacity to respond to the God who is in them. 

Baptism is also a promise. In bringing your child for Baptism, acknowledging that 

he or she comes from God and belongs to God, you are joining the family of God 

in the world, and together we promise to provide a loving, safe, open place 

where all can find God for themselves. 

 

THE PARENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY 

A child begins the process of living the Christian adventure which you, the 

parents, enable and encourage. The Church makes it perfectly clear that the key 

responsibility for a Christian upbringing and influence lies with the family. That 

is why at Baptism parents are asked to profess their own faith and to promise to 

bring their child up in that faith. Parents who are not members of the Church 

are invited to consider what measure of responsibility they truly wish to take 

upon themselves and to think of all the implications of their child’s Baptism for 

their own place within the Church. The Church sees Baptism as a partnership in 



which the parents are very much involved. Baptism can often be the starting 

point for a family commitment to the Church.  

It should also be said that all children are welcome to grow up in the Church, 

attend Sunday School etc., whether they have been baptised or not; the 

difference with Baptism lies precisely in the parents’ commitment and 

involvement with them. 

 

SO WHAT WILL HAPPEN DURING THE CHURCH SERVICE WHEN YOUR CHILD 

WILL BE BAPTISED? 

The following form below will be read – with these exact words for all in 

attendance to be reminded of what the baptism is and why we do it. 

Then you as parents will also be asked questions for you to answer truthfully. 

The congregation’s responsibility will also be highlighted and they will answer a 

question as well. 

After this, I will take your baby around in the church building for all to see while 

we sing a blessing for you and for your child. 

 

FORM FOR BAPTISM OF CHILDREN OF BELIEVERS  

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, for the sacrament of baptism we must know 

and accept the following with all our hearts: 

Why we baptise 

We are baptised because the Lord our God has established a covenant of grace 

with us and our children. The Lord has said to Abraham, the father of all 

believers (Romans 4:11, 16; Gal 3:29), "I will keep my promise to you and to your 

descendants in future generations as an everlasting covenant. I will be your God 

and the God of your descendants." (Gen 17:7). 



In the Old Testament, the signs the Lord gave as proof of the covenant were 

circumcision and the Passover. Afterwards Christ came, confirming in a new and 

final way this covenant in his person and by his redemptive work. And He gave 

baptism and the Lord's Supper as sure signs and guarantees. 

Before his ascension the Lord Jesus commissioned his disciples to baptise, saying 

to them: "Go then to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: 

baptise them in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach 

them to obey everything I have commanded you" (Matt 28:19-20a). And so, by 

the covenant, the Lord committed himself not only to be our God but also to 

bless us. From us He demands to serve Him with both gratitude and obedience. 

 

What is baptism? 

Baptism in the Name of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit conveys and proclaims the following: 

• that we and our children have entered the world as sinners, and that we 

can only enter into the Kingdom of God if we are born again; 

• that in this way, the Lord affirms to us our inclusion in his covenant, our 

adoption as his children as well as our sharing in all the privileges of the 

covenant; 

• that together with our children we are united with Christ who has washed 

away our sins with his blood; 

• that our old sinful lives have not only died with him on the cross and been 

buried with him but that we have also been brought back to life by his 

resurrection. As we are told in Romans: "In the same way you are to think 

of yourselves as dead, so far as sin is concerned, but living in fellowship 

with God through Christ Jesus" (Romans 6:11); 



• that baptism is the seal of our incorporation into the Church of Jesus 

Christ, obligating us to be living members in word and in deed; 

• that, with our whole being, we, the baptised community, will in gratitude 

and love trust and serve the Lord with all our being, and 

• that by his sacrament, the Lord assures us that by his spirit He wishes to 

live in us and wishes to hold sway over us to such an extent that we shall 

the longer the more reflect his image in our daily lives. 

    

Children of the covenant must be baptised 

Children of believing parents must be baptised, because God has included the 

child from the very beginning in his covenant with the believing parents. This is 

the reason why whole families were baptised in the New Testament after the 

parent(s) had come to faith. 

The fact that our children do not understand baptism does not negate its 

validity. Indeed, it affirms, also in this case, God's free grace where He takes the 

initiative for their salvation. 

     

What is our obligation? 

Baptism confirms to us everything God grants us in the covenant of grace and 

continuously draws our attention to his firm foundation on which our faith is 

built. For this reason, baptism places the parents under an obligation of not only 

teaching their children, as they grow up, about the significance of the meaning 

and demands of the covenant of grace, but also being very concrete examples 

to them, calling them to the appropriation of God's promises and to guide them 

to participation in Holy Supper. 

The parents are called upon to stand in front of the congregation and the infants 

are brought in. 



 

Baptismal promise 

Beloved in Christ the Lord, you have heard that baptism was introduced by God 

and that the Lord guarantees to our children and indeed also to us all, the riches 

of Christ. To affirm your commitment to baptism for this purpose and not 

because of some or other custom and superstition, you are required to confirm 

the covenant by answering the following questions in the affirmative. 

• In presenting your child for Baptism, desiring that she/he may be accepted into 

Christ as a member of his body, the Church, do you receive the teaching of the 

Christian faith and confess Jesus Christ as King and Head of the Church? 

Answer:      I/We do. 

 

• Will you tell him/her of his/her Baptism, raise him/her in the delight of God's 

love?  Depending on the grace of God, will you teach your child the truths and 

duties of the Christian faith; and by prayer and example bring him/her up in the 

life and worship of the Church?        

Answer:      I/We will 

     

The sacrament 

The minister who administers the sacrament shall say:  

"NN (full name and surname) I baptise you in the Name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit." 

 

Question to the congregation 

As a sign of commitment to these parents and this child, I ask you, the 

congregation: 



“Do you welcome N……. and promise to support these parents, and do you 

renew your commitment to live before all our children in a kindly and Christian 

way, and to share with them the knowledge and love of God?” 

The congregation responds: “We do. We will nurture one another in 

faith, uphold one another in prayer, encourage one another in service”. 

 

Prayer of thanksgiving 

Almighty and eternal God and Father, we thank you for allowing us and our 

children to be part of your covenant of grace. 

Merciful God and Father, we thank You that You have cleansed us and our 

children from all our sins, through the blood of Jesus Christ You have 

incorporated us through your Holy Spirit as members of his church and adopted 

us as your children. 

We thank You that by Holy Baptism you seal and confirm this truth unto us and 

unto our children. Grant that this child (these children), will be so governed by 

your Holy Spirit that he/she/they will constantly serve You in gratitude and with 

joy, will persistently fight against the devil and all his forces, and overcome to 

the end, so that he/she/they will at the last appear before your judgment seat 

with confidence and without fear, and thereafter praise, thank, worship, glorify 

and extol You eternally. 

Heavenly Father, to you be the glory, the grace, the worship and the adoration 

for ever and ever, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Singing of the blessing / Taking the child around the church for all to see. 


